This is The Fool, the 
tarot card that Han- 
nah pulled for this 
question. | couldn't 
quite figure out the 
layout puzzle today 
so I'm sticking it over 
here. Best, David O 


In the center of all of your obliga- 
tions and chores is a tiny, venn 
diagram sliver of personal success 
and evolution. Keep the plates 
spinning long enough to grasp it, 
then let them all crash. Run away 
laughing, clutching your trophy. 


You stand to learn a powerful les- 
son and level up this week, but 
not unless you count your scars 
and learn to read them like con- 
stellations. There’s profound wis- 
dom in your failures. 


To fully understand a problem is 
half the challenge of solving said 
problem. Step back and take a 
longview of a lingering, pesky 
problem. Become unstuck in time 
and you'll see the answer. 


You're being hard on someone 
who doesn’t appear to be pulling 
their weight. Take stock of them 
from an objective vantage and 
you'll see that really are helping, 
in their own way. 


The sky really is falling. A truth 
you've known for some time has 
been dismissed by others, but 
they’re about to start listening, 
and you'll get the credit you've 
deserved. 


You're particularly susceptible to 
other people’s moods this week. 
Save yourself, and take time off 
from debbie downers. You'll be 
more good to everyone when 
your good mood solidifies. 


Hello Secret Admirer, 


Why is everyone so mean on the Internet? 
It seems that as soon as people have ano- 
nymity, they feel they have license to let their 
worst aspects take control. Why is this? Are 
people inherently mean inside? Is fear of ret- 
ribution or judgment all that keeps people 
from obeying the social contract in real life. 
This seems bleak. 

anon 


Dearest Anon, 


| like this question. Thank you. It feels reas- 
suring to have your sign off, “anon,” at the 
bottom - here’s one anonymous voice to 
balance against the awful ones, at least. 


I'm not ready to accept the idea that inter- 
net trolling reveals the final truth about 
us, though. | don’t think people are inher- 
ently mean (though | do think people are 
inherently... what's the word? Multiple. 
Complex. Motivated by any number of 
incompatible needs, some of them fear- 
ful and petty). Here’s one thought I’ve 
had: it seems to me that the anonymity of 
the asshole isn’t the only enabler. | think 
this nasty shit thrives on the internet also 
because the target or targets of hateful 
speech remain hidden from view —- and so 


You're going to get some bad ad- 
vice this week from an authorita- 
tive source. Weigh all advice in 
your heart, and you'll find you 
have your own answers to every 
problem. 


oat 


Zoom in on your map this week. 
Colored lines are really roads 
and river, symbols are trees and 
mountains. You've.planned long 
enough—start walking. 
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Play with your hand close to your 
chest this week. You will get a lot 
more out of people if they aren't 
aware of your motives, or that you 
need help from them. 


People understand you more than 
you assume, and it will be much 
more effective for you to stop re- 
explaining things and start acting. 
They'll follow suit. 


The hours will move slowly for 
you this week, and you have an 
opportunity to milk extra produc- 
tivity out of each day. Youcan doa 
lot of lasting good this week. 

A lingering sadness or broken 
promise will follow you like a 
ghost. Face it directlyand under- 
stand that a wonderful new free- 


dom or opportunity grows like 
grass through your sad sidewalk. 
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the troll can go along, never really reckon- 
ing with the full humanity of the people at 
the other end of the wire. | mention this, 
because if that’s true, then it’s not only 
fear of retribution or judgment that makes 
people decent. It’s also their capacity for 
empathy, which the techonologies of 
digital interaction disrupts. That feels like 
a slightly rosier picture than the one you 
were painting. Though it doesn’t solve the 
problem of internet hatred. 


Let’s turn to the tarot for more help. | liked 
that last week. | shuffled and drew a card 
to guide us. The card | drew is... The Fool. 
Huh. Cool. That's interesting. The fool is the 
very first card of the tarot deck. It stands 
for open possibility and spontaneity, for 
being carefree, for embracing goodness 
-even if that embrace is foolish or naive. | 
don’t think this card speaks to the interent 
haters, so much as it does to you. It rec- 
ommends an attitude worth cultivating. 
You're worried that internet haters tell us 
something inherently true about humans 
in general. But | take this card to say: it’s 
better to be a fool that believes in the ba- 
sic decency of other people, than the kind 
that mistakes a bunch of insecure teenag- 
ers on reddit for a representative sample. 


xoxoHannah 


Ask Hannah! - -- PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


So this week’s question is about why 
people do shitty things, specifically 
while shielded with the anonymity of 
the Internet. | think that Hannah nails 
the specific question rather well, so 
for the cover, I'll zoom back a bit and 
focus on motive. 


When | was 22 or 23 or something, | 
spent a year hitchhiking around the 
country, riding on trains, sleeping 
in cemeteries, drinking cheap beer, 
stealing expensive cheese, and filling 
sketchbooks. | met a lot of weirdos in 
that time. Some of them were truly 
horrible. | passed a couple of days 
with the “Poo Pants Crew,’ a gaggle 
of 6 or so California train hoppers just 
chasing the dream. One night, | saw 
one of them drunkenly, sadisticly 
beating his dog. | interjected. There 
were some words. | went to sleep 
not thinking much on it, and woke 
to the dog’s severed head staring 
up at me from below my feet—the 
word ‘pussy’ traced in cursive with 
his blood. | just quietly packed and 
walked away without looking back. 
Just a little bit older. 


Several months later, | washed up on 
the shore of Dancing Bones, a com- 
mune in the woods of New Hamp- 
shire. | had a head full of mushrooms 
and | stumbled out of the woods into 
a field full of miniature ponies. This 
was after stumbling through a Hindu 
wedding with hundreds of colorful- 
ly-dressed Indians singing and play- 
ing music. This was after stumbling 
along a river bank absolutely cov- 
ered with monarch butterflies. Suf- 
fice it to say | was receptive to magic 
at that particular moment. 


So beyond the field of small ponies, 
stumbling all the while, | came to a 
commune. | had absolutely no direc- 
tion at this point, and they offered me 
a roof and some food, so | decided to 
stay a spell. | became very close with 
a woman named Margaret. She was 
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in her eighties, very sharp, reflective, 
and well-spoken. | figured she'd be as 
good a person as any to account for 
the human atrocities I’d witnessed 
that year, and | asked her a very simi- 
lar question to the one we're answer- 
ing this week. Why? Why do people 
do that kind of thing? 


We were sitting in a field of bristly 
scrub grass. It was a tall blue sailing 
ship of a day, tattered clouds throw- 
ing round shadows. | was eating crab 
apples. Well, she said, humans are 
really quite a bit simpler than they 
let on. Every action is encouraged 
by a motive, and every motive is a 
response to an underlying need. Ev- 
erything people do, from the basal to 


the lofty, is but a blind and groping 606 S 9th St 
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I've though often about her answer 
over the years, and it’s meant differ- 
ent things to me at different times. 
Maybe that train guy, who raised 
his dog from a puppy, wanted some 
analog for a suicide. Maybe destroy- 
ing something that loved him was his 
way of curtailing any expectations 
the Universe might have of him. May- 
be he was feeling broken and schizo- 
phrenic. I've been all of these things 
at at least one time or another. It’s a 
tremendous, nearly brain-snapping 
feat for me to empathize with his ac- 
tions, but | can empathize with his 
potential needs. 
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So over the years, whenever people 
do things that | can’t fathom, | try to 
see what the need is. Every action 
comes to sound like a plea, a request 
for something. Our own actions are 
no different. If you keep doing some- 
thing that you can’t explain, some- 
thing you don’t want to do, try to find 
the underlying need for which it is an 
expression. If you dig deep enough, 
if you become proficient at the art of 
analogies, maybe you can find the 
Grand, Unifying Need. 
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WTF Pits é Wacky é Facts! 
e The U.S. has the high- 
est documented incarceration rate 
in the world. A Nearly .75 in 100 
adults in the U.S. are in prison. A The 
U.S. has 5% of the world’s popula- 
tion, and over 23% of the world’s 
documented inmates. A The USS. 
has more lawyers per capita than 
any other country. A Henry Vill had a 
servant whose sole job was to wipe 
his royal ass. The job description 
was “to see that the house of ease- 
ment be sweet and clear.” His title 
was Groom of the Stool. A For the 
first 33 years of its existance, dispos- 
able toilet paper contained splin- 
ters, and was therefore ridiculed 
by many as a passing fad. A Sudan 
has more pyramids than Egypt. A 
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toddler- (to no one in particular) Yeah, get out of here, man! You need a job, or 


a mom, or something. 


6&Passyunk 


person- (in a tone devoid of all irony) How cool is that, wearing sunglasses while 


you're doing yoga. 


Around Town 
gal 1- You're like my spirit animal, except you're a lady, and | can get drinks with 

you, and that is so much better. 
gal 2- Oh my god! Can | be your spirit otter? Otters are so cool. 
gal 1-| think you're missing my point. 
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It costs 11 cents to make a nickel. 
A Since being discovered in 1930, 
Pluto has only made one third of 
its trip around the sun. A More than 
two thirds of humans that have ever 
lived to be over 65 are alive today. 
A Kummerspeck is German for “the 
weight put on from eating too much 
when feeling sorry for yourself.’ It 
roughly translates to “grief bacon.’A 
In 2003, 6 monkeys were funded by 
the Arts Council of England to see 
how long it might take for them to 
write the complete works of Shake- 
speare. The project was abandoned 
when, after 6 months, they had 
failed to produce a single word of 
English and shat prolifically on the 
computer. A 
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across 
1. Morissette gave us a jagged little one 
5. Skirt border 
8. Unsure 
12. Wild African sheep 
13. Queen of the Negaverse, 
named for a mineral 
15. Bread and circus 
16. Repose 
17. Express feelings 
18. Region 
19. Sets up 
22. Corn cob unit 
23. Nothing 
24. The width of a cut 
26. Reaping tool 
29. Something secretly seen 
31. 1/1000 more than 23 across 
32. One uses 26 across to harvest 
what they ___ 
34. Lugged 
36. Prayer punctuation 
38. A state of great risk 
. Shakespeare compares this to 
a summer's day 
. Didn't choose truth 
. Contests of velocity 
. Before 
. Break 
. Pig-like mammal with a 
prehensile snout 
. Popular German card game 
. How Juggalos view one another 
. Chapter of a play 
54. Skirt hoop 
. Large crucifix, usually in a church 
. The Red one was a fighter pilot 
. First chimp launched into orbit 
. Unit of area 
. A bee's kamikaze finishing move 
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1. Whittle 
2. Angers 
3. The sexiest of the 7 deadlies 
4. Along list of complaints or charges 
5. Type of internal combustion engine 
6. Intimate love 
7. Educational folk lore 
8. At the heart of both validation 
and invalidation 
9. A dad forgotten to time 
10. Popular pet parasite 
11. 525,600 minutes 
13. Tim Roth's job in Four Rooms 
14. Green onions 
20. Basic unit of information in computing 
21.Where you can pray to the 7, 
the new gods 
25. Violent, physical expression of 
civil disorder 
26. What Ramis saw in the mirror 
27. An upper row of windows in a building 
28. Large jugs with wide mouths 
29. Proclamation from a figure of authority 
30. Invasive smirks 
31. Alfred E. Neuman’s home turf 
33. Pitchers want to keep this number low 
35. Dennis Reynold’s sister 
37.A pillar for your head 
39. Slowly losing content 
42. Bereft of 1 of the 5 standard senses 
44. Doctoring events to preserve 
public image 
47. Several thrusts of the knife 
49. Consume 
52. Panethnic group primarily in 
West Asia and North Africa 
53. The plant that gives us cocaine 
55.To assign relative numeric judgement 
56. Clip 
57. Give something a sharp edge 
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